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Overview

To understand this, we need to look closer at the base station power
consumption characteristics (Figure 3). The model shows that there is
significant energy consumption in the base statio. 

How much power does a 5G station use?

The power consumption of a single 5G station is 2.5 to 3.5 times higher than
that of a single 4G station. The main factor behind this increase in 5G power
consumption is the high power usage of the active antenna unit (AAU). Under
a full workload, a single station uses nearly 3700W. 

Is 5G more energy efficient than 4G?

Although the absolute value of the power consumption of 5G base stations is
increasing, their energy efficiency ratio is much lower than that of 4G stations.
In other words, with the same power consumption, the network capacity of 5G
will be as dozens of times larger than 4G, so the power consumption per bit is
sharply reduced. 

Should power consumption models be used in 5G networks?

This restricts the potential use of the power models, as their validity and
accuracy remain unclear. Future work includes the further development of the
power consumption models to form a unified evaluation framework that
enables the quantification and optimization of energy consumption and
energy efficiency of 5G networks. 

Why does 5G use so much power?

The main factor behind this increase in 5G power consumption is the high
power usage of the active antenna unit (AAU). Under a full workload, a single
station uses nearly 3700W. This necessitates a number of updates to existing
networks, such as more powerful supplies and increased performance output
from supporting facilities. 

How much power does a BBU use?
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Data shows the power of the BBU is relatively stable and is affected very little
by the workload, while AAU is opposite, with power consumption growing as
the load increases. With S111 configuration and 100% load, the power
consumption of a single station can even reach 3852.5W. 

Can network energy saving technologies mitigate 5G energy consumption?

This technical report explores how network energy saving technologies that
have emerged since the 4G era, such as carrier shutdown, channel shutdown,
symbol shutdown etc., can be leveraged to mitigate 5G energy consumption.
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The Long Road to Sobriety: Estimating the
Operational ...

It is quite likely that the huge energy efficiency
gains achieved by technology evolution have at
least been compensated by the surge in data
traffic. Therefore, in this paper, we estimate the
...

Modelling the 5G Energy Consumption using Real-
world Data: Energy  

This paper proposes a novel 5G base stations
energy consumption modelling method by
learning from a real-world dataset used in the
ITU 5G Base Station Energy Consumption
Modelling ...

Dynamic Power Management for 5G Small Cell
Base Station

5G networks with small cell base stations are
attracting significant attention, and their power
consumption is a matter of significant concern.
As the increase of the expectation, concern for ...

Comparison of Power Consumption Models for 5G
Cellular Network Base  

Power consumption models for base stations are
briefly discussed as part of the development of a
model for life cycle assessment. An overview of
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relevant base station power ...

Modelling the 5G Energy Consumption using Real-
world Data: ...

This paper proposes a novel 5G base stations
energy consumption modelling method by
learning from a real-world dataset used in the
ITU 5G Base Station Energy Consumption
Modelling ...
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